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The Board of Governors acknowledge the many contributions
made by the ex-students across the spectrum. Amongst you are
those serving the community in health, social welfare, business
empowerment, spirituality, management, entrepreneurship and
many other facets of life.
We commend the strides made by both the young men and
women and have no doubt that the impact you make will insha
ALLAH be felt for years to come. Life is made up of many
enriching experiences and amongst these experiences is the
getting-together and meeting of childhood friends. The past
memories and moments are cherished and will be recalled
whenever you meet. Therefore, with your assistance, we have
requested the marketing team to support all initiatives to bring
you together, as long as the activities are within the vision and
mission of our noble institution.
We will also endeavor to invite you to the many activities hosted
at the school and will be honoured by your presence.
Finally we request you to visit your school and witness the many
accolades and achievements accomplished by our dedicated
team of Board Members (some of whom are ex-students of the
College) , management and teachers.
You are always in our duas and we request the same from you.

Shukran

alfalaah.org.za

upcoming
events

message from
the board

May ALLAH bless and guide you.

#myAFC

M Powered Event - Edu Expo
10 November • Saturday 09:00 – 12:00
Astro Soccer Tournament Ex Students
17 & 24 November • Saturday 10:00 – 18:00

in the news
CONGRATULATIONS to
our Alumni Moms & Dads

Imran Paruk on the birth of their baby boy Hassan
Radiyyah Khan on the birth of their baby girl
Thasmiya Arbee gave birth to twins
Fathima Hassan on their baby
Imraan Omar on their baby boy
Jameela Khan on the birth of their baby girl
May Allah bless your child. May he/she be the
coolness of your eyes.

CONGRATULATIONS to our
Alumni on their Nikah
Yaseera Gora married to Mohamed Zia Azmuth
Zahra Noor Mahomed married to Zakhir Adam
May Allah (SWT) bless you and shower His
blessings on you and Allah unite you both in
goodness
Ameen
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AFC For Eternity

Sadia Sultan • Class of 2005
There I was, this little anxious girl,crying on my first day of
Grade One at Lockhat Islamia College. Actually, I think I cried
for an entire month- not exaggerating. It was the first time
I met my very first teacher, Mrs. Williams, at this amazing
institution. She came across as a bit cheeky, but by the end of
that tearful month, I was besotted with her.
At my first lunch break, I was introduced to a few girls from my
class,and one particular girl was the friend I wanted to stick
with- Jameela Paruk. To our fortune, we were placed in the
same class every year in Primary School.
I remember how supportive Jameela was when my father
passed away. All my teachers and peers were very supportive
and understanding.
At the beginning of Grade Six, we were notified that our school
was moving to a new premises and that the name was going
to change. We had to attend school at a temporary venue for a
few months whilst our new school was under construction. This
was the year I met Nadia Abdul Khader. We clicked instantly
and became very close friends.
Our group of friends got bigger through High School when
Noorina Akbar and Zakkiyya Amod joined us. I was and still am
very grateful for having all these wonderful friends in my life.
High School was fabulous- not the work, but the exciting
activities we always had, and our excursions were a blast. Our
teachers were great. They always came down to our level and
understood that we were still kids and we still needed that
element of play.
Matric was a challenge. I was still undecided regarding career
options. When our Matric results were released, I was surprised
to see that I produced good results. I obtained a Merit
Exemption and my family was very proud of me. Let’s face it,
we all knew that I was not the “brightest Smartie in the box”.
I really wanted to study the Montessori course, but I was
discouraged so I changed my mind. I decided to study Health

and Beauty Therapy, and I really enjoyed the course. I excelled
at it. I have my Diploma as well as an Internationally recognized
certificate. I worked at two salons before opening my own
salon at home. I had to close my salon after a year, when we
relocated to Cape Town. I then decided to apply to study
towards a B.Ed Degree though correspondence.
My first week of observation as a student teacher came with
a twist. The school I visited in Cape Town was opposite my
apartment. The Principal was from Durban. He grew fond of
having me around and I really appreciated being thrown in the
deep end when they placed me in a Grade Two class for two
weeks to fill in for a teacher. I adored those kids, and then it hit
me that this is what I’m meant to do- teaching is my calling.
After living in Cape Town for three months, we decided to
return to Durban, in time for my half-yearly exams. I needed
to find a school to do my teaching practice and I knew exactly
where I needed to be- Al Falaah College.
Here I was, back at AFC, as a student teacher in the Preschool
Unit. I enjoyed my teaching practice experience and I really
loved the warm atmosphere. I got to know such amazing and
kind-hearted teachers and grew really fond of them; so much
that I decided to volunteer my services until I applied for a
Teacher Assistant post. I was called in by Management, who
were baffled as to why I would want a job that consisted of
cleaning after kids, wiping up spills, etc. I responded by saying
that I did not mind starting from the bottom, as it is a blessing
and not a burden. I worked as a Teacher Assistant for three
years.
Alhamdulillah, it is the fifth year of being the Queen of my
classroom, full of brave knights and warrior princesses, whom I
thoroughly adore. Insha Allah, I intend to grow as a dedicated
teacher and as a part of my AFC family.
Love and Duas,

Sadia
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Zulaka Khan
Verulam Dialysis

Class of

2003
1. In what year did you matriculate from Al Falaah College?
2003
2. What steered you towards this field of study?
When I was 13 years old, I lost my nani(maternal granma) to
renal failure. I use to watch the difficulties my nana (maternal
grandfather) use to go through taking her for dialysis. especially
looking at the financial constraints they were put under. That
sparked my passion to help others.
3. Can you please expand on your most recent achievements?
It all began in 2016 when I entered the Minara Chamber of
Commerce Bussiness Entrepeneur competition…. It was
declared in 2017 that I had won this accolade with Minara. I
competed with over 35 young entrepeneurs and eventually
ranked number 1. I partnered up with the Sultan Bahu Centre
and was the brand ambassordor for the dialysis project
nationally. Where we try to bring dialysis to those who cannot
afford it. Recently I was nominated by the Bussiness Womens
Association of South Africa for the title of Bussiness Women
of the Year (Proffessional Category) for 2018. This nomination
showcased my scarce skill my job and the passion to help
South Africans who cannot afford dialysis. All praise to Allah
SWT I won this award in August 2018. Also just recently in
September 2018 I was nominated for the Minara Bussiness
Women of the year finalist. Insha allah the awards ceremony will
be hosted in November 2018.
4. What do you enjoy most about your job?
I enjoy bonding with my chronic patients and giving them
quality care. I love the pressure and the ever changing fast pace
environment.
5. Where do you see yourself 5 years from now?
Insha allah if allah wills… expanding the brand and trying
to make a difference by alleviating the pressure from the
government institutions and helping the needy with this life
saving treatment.
6. When you are not working, what do you find yourself
doing?
Lol…. I never stop working as a business owner your mind is
always working. But when I do take a break my family is my first
priority. I love spending time with them
7. What would you attribute your success to?
Firstly I would be nothing if wasn’t through Allah SWT. I Believe

everything happens with Allahs will. Besides that I am truly
greatful to have a super strong family support system. My
parents are teachers…… so you know how that can be… lol.
My husband is my partner at work as well so he constantly
makes me push my boundries and work to my maximum.
8. If one is interested in this field of study, what would they
need to do and what advice would you give them?
The field that I am in is called Clinical Technology. I have
specialized in Nephrology. Students are most welcome visit
my unit and come spend time with me so that they understand
what we do and how important our jobs are. Just drop me a
mail and I will gladly assist.
9. If you could choose all over again would you choose the
same path again?
Definitely…. I really am passionate about what I do.
10. How did Al Falaah College contribute to your life and
choices?
It’s weird…. When I was in Al-Falaah I was two minded. Should
I be in the medical field (bcoz I was a ppls person) or should I
become an architech. (I was the first and only female to write
the senior certificate exam for Technical Drawing at Al Falaah).
Then Mrs Vahed (biology teacher) spoke to me about the
different medical careers and I then knew what I wanted to
become. Al Falaah is a home away from home… that why it’s
the school of choice for my kids as well.
11. What is it that keeps you awake at night?
My new son. Lol! Business….. the constant need to find out
how I can improve my business, how I can do more for my
patients and community. How I can do more to help thousands
of renal pts who are turned away from government and not
given this life support treatment.
12. What type of legacy would you like to leave behind?
I believe that I want to show others my humbleness n humanity
towards each and every being in the universe. I remember
a quote and it goes like this; “the greatest legacy is that
which benefits the widest number of people for the longest
period without limit to value. No one but Prophet Muhammed
SWT was given that role as the seal of God’s message.” If I
can practice an atom of the sunnah of my beloved Prophet
Muhammmed SAW my legacy will be set in the eyes of Allah.

defines Al-Muflihoon in Surah Mu’minoon so beautifully:
- They are those who completely humble and submissive in Salaah
- They are not involved in vain talk
- They give out their Zakaah
- They protect their chastity
- They ensure they fulfil their responsibilities when they entrusted with
something
- They are those who carefully maintain their Salaah
And in Surah Ash-Shams Allah (SWT) expands and says that the
successful ones are those who are engaged in Tazkiyaah (the conscious
recognition that we have flaws and making a concerted effort to rectify
these flaws).

Mohammed Ameen Hassen

Head: Shari’ah Banking / Standard Bank
Class of 2002
1. In what year did you matriculate from Al Falaah College?

Formally, I did not matriculate from Al-Falaah College. I left school at
the end of Grade 10 to begin studies at a Darul-Uloom and completed
my matric in 2002 through a correspondence college. However, AlFalaah has always been my school since Grade 1 and even though I was
studying at a correspondence college, most of my tuition was received
from the school and they always made me feel welcomed and part of
the family. So I still consider myself to be an alumni of the school.

2. What steered you towards this field of study?

Our belief as Muslims is that Islam provides the perfect solution for
all aspects of life and for all times. This most certainly extends to the
financial component of a human beings life. There are only two things
where Allah (SWT) has openly declared war against a person: (1) Those
that cause harm or hurt one of His beloved’s (Hadith Qudsi) (2) Those
that are engaged in Riba. Thus, the driving force behind me wanting
to be involved in this field is to be a means through which our society
can move away from Riba and not invoke war from Allah (SWT) and it is
absolutely invigorating taking the rulings of Islam in relation to finance
and commercial transactions and give effect to them in a 21st century
financial universe.

3. Can you please expand on your most recent achievements?
I think two stand out for me as a person. The first being the
implementation of the ISDA (International Swaps and Derivatives
Association) Tahawwut agreement in Standard Bank making us the first
bank in Southern Africa to adopt this framework. Historically, there
has not been a dedicated, internationally accepted Shari’ah compliant
framework under which swap and derivative transactions could be
concluded. With ISDA creating this framework, it now allows financial
institutions and clients to hedge out real risks under a dedicated
Shari’ah compliant framework. For the Southern African financial
markets, this was a first and for me a noticeable achievement to have
been an integral part of its implementation.
The second one for me would be being nominated and voted in as a
Director and Gauteng Chair of the Minara Chamber of Commerce.

4. What do you enjoy most about your job?

Taking a conventional financial instrument or product, dissecting it to
its raw “nuts and bolts”, understanding it, how it impacts the economy,
how it is operationalised on IT systems, the regulatory requirements,
the end to end product life cycle. Then iterating this into a Shari’ah
compliant alternative.

5. Where do you see yourself 5 years from now?

Insha Allah, exactly where I am right now – heading up the Shari’ah
Banking division for the largest bank in Africa.

6. When you are not working, what do you find yourself
doing?

Trying to give back as much time to my family as I can as I am away
from them quite often and trying to catch up on sleep

7. What would you attribute your success to?

For me this is not what should be defined as success. Allah (SWT)

This is the definition of success in the eyes of Allah and Allah (SWT)
says, “OO laaika humul Waarithoon,” these are the inheritors of Jannah.
And so through this truest definition of success, I have been very
unsuccessful.
If the question is what I would consider the reason as to why I hold a
certain position in corporate South Africa then the answer to this would
be only thing – the Du’a of my parents, Asaatidh and the Saaliheen.

8. If one is interested in this field of study, what would they
need to do and what advice would you give them?

Alhamdulillah, we are fortunate in South Africa to now have tertiary
institutions that offer both undergraduate and post graduate
qualifications in Islamic Finance and banking. Notwithstanding, my
advice to anyone wanting to get involved in the industry is to ensure
they understand the landscape properly. Islamic finance has always
been positioned as the fastest growing sub-sector within the financial
services sector; that there is a massive supply shortage of skill etc. and
the narrative that permeates is that there are opportunities aplenty.
Indeed there are opportunities, however, these opportunities are not
as abound in South Africa as they are outside of South Africa. Muslims
represent a very small percentage to the population of South Africa
and as a result, there is a very small basket of opportunities in our
country. Thus, when one approaches this field of study, one should
approach it with a managed expectation i.e. the probability of finding
an opportunity in South Africa is lower than the probability of finding
opportunities out of South Africa.

9. If you could choose all over again would you choose the
same path again?
ABSOLUTELY!!!

10. How did Al Falaah College contribute to your life and
choices?

There are so many ways in which it has. My love for Arabic most
certainly. I recall Sheikh Irshad Amod painstakingly drumming into
our heads the Meezaan As-Sarf and the Tafseer lessons which, as a
Haafiz, brought me to appreciate the meaning of the Qur’an as I recite
and primarily led me to pursue more studies in this field. On that
note, the love for the recitation of Qur’an - correctly, instilled in us by
Moulana Salajee. The love for reading – I remember Mr. Idris Khamissa’s
animated English lessons and Mr. Asmal’s classically anglicised
Shakespeare lessons. The foundational aspects of Islam – it provides
you with a profound sense of identity – that before anything else, I am
a Muslim. And of course our school motto which is the Hadeeth of Nabi
(SAW), “Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave” – ensuring that
in my life, a day does not go by where I do not try and learn something
new.

11. What is it that keeps you awake at night?

Alhamdulillah, nothing. We try and live our lives on the basis of Tawakkaltu ‘ala Allah.

12. What type of legacy would you like to leave behind?

Allah (SWT) has called the Ummah of Nabi (SAW) as Khayra Ummah
– the best of Ummah’s. However, when Allah describes this Ummah,
He (SWT) says: “Kuntum Khayra Ummah, Ukhrijat li-An-Naas”, which
translates as, “Indeed, you are the best of nations – benefactors to
humanity.” Thus, the legacy I would love to leave behind is to be
remembered as one who has had a positive impact on humanity.

